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Art for Art’s Sake? The Impact of Arts Education: new book 

Arts education is commonly said to be a means of developing skills considered as crucial for 
innovation: critical and creative thinking, motivation, self-confidence, and ability to communicate 
and cooperate effectively, but also skills in non-arts academic subjects such as mathematics, science, 
reading and writing. Does arts education really have a positive impact on these kinds of outcomes? 

 

Art for Art’s Sake? The Impact of Arts Education by Ellen Winner, 
Thalia R. Goldstein and Stéphan Vincent-Lancrin reviews the 
empirical evidence on the impact of arts education. Did you know that: 

 Music education strengthens IQ (intelligence quotient), 
academic performance, word decoding, and the ability to hear 
speech in a noisy environment; 

 Theatre education in the form of enacting stories in the 
classroom (classroom drama) improves reading, writing, and 
text understanding. 

Read the book on line, download the English or German overview, or 
order a copy for more findings about creativity, empathy, perspective 
taking and about the impact of visual arts and dance education. 
Comment on our blog and related posts and podcasts. 

Find all CERI Innovation Strategy reports on our website. 

Please send us your feedback 

 What is the role of arts education in your country in innovating school and university models 
and in fostering skills for innovation? 

Other news 

 Read also our Review of the Italian Strategy for Digital Schools and our report on Progression 
in student creativity in school. 

CERI’s Innovation Strategy for Education and Training 

The Innovation Strategy for Education and Training of the OECD Centre of Educational Research and 
Innovation (CERI) explores new approaches to equip people with innovation skills and to support 
radical innovation and continuous improvement in education systems. It includes two strands: 

 Education and skills for innovation 

 Innovation and improvement in education 

The project has contributed to the OECD Innovation Strategy (2010), a major policy initiative offering 
a cross-government approach to help countries capture the economic and social benefits of 
innovation. It also feeds the OECD Skills Strategy (2012), a peer-learning initiative towards improving 
the supply of, anticipating the demand for, and optimising the use of skills in the workforce to 
promote economic growth and social inclusion. 
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